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OCT 29 to 31  \   NOV 05 to 07

2020 was a particularly challenging year, but
our resilience has been like that of the rivers. 
As people continue to fight the good fight, 
we commemorate our losses and learnings, 
resolute that humanity will emerge stronger 
on the other, not distant, side.



The 2nd edition of the Nila International 
Folklore Film Festival of India (NIFFFI) 
will take place on 29, 30, 31 October 
and 05, 06, 07, November, 2021. 
NIFFFI is an annual festival that showcases 
films based on or emerging from 
indigenous cultures and folklore from 
around the world.

We endeavour to bring to you slices of 
tradition, tales, arts and likeness from 
communities all across the world and to 
offer a platform to converse about the 
past, the present and the future. We look 
forward to having your participation 
and support.

Our inaugural edition, NIFFFI 2020, 
was a 3 day online event that took place 
in October 2020. 21 films in 15 languages 
were screened, including 3 films in 
Malayalam and an equal number of 
entries from outside India. The Black Fire 
Award for Best Film at NIFFFI 2020 was 
awarded to the Naga film ‘Log Drum of 
Pessao’ by Millo Tako, Chonglise Sangtam, 
Lamthanglian Vaipei & Wanmai Konyak 
for Green Hub, Assam.

THE 2020 EDITION



NIFFFI 2021 will offer an 
international selection of films 
that showcases our collective, 
often shared, ways of life. 

We are a platform for filmmakers 
who want to tell tales that 
connect our past to our time.

AUG 15  Curtain raiser, Call for entry begins
SEP 15   Submission window closes
OCT 01  Official Selection announced
OCT 15  Festival Schedule listed
OCT 29  Day 1 - Festival Inauguration ceremony
NOV 07  Day 6 - Awards & Closing ceremony

IMPORTANT DATES

This year’s edition will kick off with an 
official announcement on August 15. 
Entries will compete for the flagship 
NIFFFI Black Fire Award for Best Film 
and other prizes.



Vayali is a folklore group with its roots in 
the banks of river Nila (Bharathapuzha) in 
Kerala, India. Our mission is to nurture 
and promote the tangible and intangible 
culture that flourishes in the Nila river 
basin through the involvement of 
volunteers and youth. 

Vayali aims to reach out to the world 
and promote folklore and heritage 
through NIFFFI.

We want NIFFFI to be welcoming and 
engaging for everyone. Our screenings 
will be public and can be attended on 
YouTube and Zoom.

To maximise public participation and to 
stimulate meaningful discourse on our 
films and the Festival, live online events 
such as webinars and forums will be 
organised in the weeks leading up to 
the Festival.

VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE

A VAYALI  INITIATIVE



Like the river grows stronger with every 
stream that it meets, we aspire to inspire 
your confidence in order to collectively 
realise a confluence of people – of our 
ideas, beliefs, arts and crafts – at the 
banks of Nila. 

We earnestly look forward to a future 
edition of NIFFFI with the river as our 
gracious host, its people as our 
companions and their practices as 
our celebrations: a festival by and 
of the river.
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